
Revelation 13: The Two Beasts

Rev 13:11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. Rev 13:12 And he 
exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the 
earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose 
deadly wound was healed.



Rev 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up 
out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns 
ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. Rev 13:2 And 
the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the 
feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon 
gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. Rev 13:3 And I 
saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly 
wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.



Rev 13:4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the 
beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the 
beast? who is able to make war with him? Rev 13:5 And there was given 
unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power 
was given unto him to continue forty and two months. Rev 13:6 And he 
opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, 
and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.



Rev 11:3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in 
sackcloth. Rev 11:4 These are the two olive trees, and the two 
candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. Rev 11:5 And if any 
man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth 
their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be 
killed.



Rev 11:6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of 
their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and 
to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. Rev 11:7 And 
when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that 
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and 
shall overcome them, and kill them.



Rev 13:11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. Rev 13:12 And he 
exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the 
earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose 
deadly wound was healed. Rev 13:13 And he doeth great wonders, so 
that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of 
men,



Rev 13:14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of 
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; 
saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image 
to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. Rev 13:15 
And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the 
image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as 
would



not worship the image of the beast should be killed. Rev 13:16 And he 
causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: Rev 13:17 And 
that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of 
the beast, or the number of his name.



Rev 11:7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast 
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, 
and shall overcome them, and kill them.



According to the words of the prophet, then, a little before the year 
1798 some power of Satanic origin and character would rise to make 
war upon the Bible. And in the land where the testimony of God's two 
witnesses should thus be silenced, there would be manifest the 
atheism of the Pharaoh, and the licentiousness of Sodom. GC88 269.3 
This prophecy has received a most exact and striking fulfillment in the 
history of France.



This is atheism; and the nation represented by Egypt would give voice 
to a similar denial of the claims of the living God, and would manifest a 
like spirit of unbelief and defiance. The "great city" is also compared, 
"spiritually," to Sodom. The corruption of Sodom in breaking the law of 
God was especially manifested in licentiousness. And this sin was also 
to be a pre-eminent characteristic of the nation that should fulfill the 
specifications of this scripture. GC88 269.2



Rev 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up 
out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns 
ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. Rev 13:2 And 
the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the 
feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon 
gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.



In the sixth century the papacy had become firmly established. Its seat 
of power was fixed in the imperial city, and the bishop of Rome was 
declared to be the head over the entire church. Paganism had given 
place to the papacy. The dragon had given to the beast "his power, and 
his seat, and great authority." [Revelation 13:2;



Rev 13:11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.



"And he had two horns like a lamb." The lamb-like horns indicate 
youth, innocence, and gentleness, fitly representing the character of 
the United States when presented to the prophet as "coming up" in 
1798. The Christian exiles who first fled to America, sought an asylum 
from royal oppression and priestly intolerance, and they determined 
to establish a government upon the broad foundation of civil and 
religious liberty." GC 441.



What is it that gives its kingdom to this power? Protestantism, a power 
which while professing to have the temper and spirit of a lamb, and to 
be allied to heaven, speaks with the voice of a dragon. It is moved by a 

power from beneath. 14LtMs, Lt 232, 1899, par. 22



Rev 13:14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of 
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; 
saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image 
to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.



Joh 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.



A Liar. A Commandment Breaker 1Jn 2:4 He that saith, I know him, 
and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him.



"Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, 
Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the serpent said unto 
the woman, Ye shall not surely die." Gen 3:1,4



Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out 
into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Rev 12:10 And I 
heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for 
the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before 
our God day and night.



Legal Persecution: "means properly "an accuser," one who blames 
another, or charges another with crime."



The lamb-like horns and dragon voice of the symbol point to a striking 
contradiction between the professions and the practice of the nation 
thus represented. The "speaking" of the nation is the action of its 
legislative and judicial authorities.



By such action it will give the lie to those liberal and peaceful 
principles which it has put forth as the foundation of its policy. The 
prediction that it will speak "as a dragon," and exercise "all the power 
of the first beast," plainly foretells a development of the spirit of 
intolerance and persecution that was manifested by the nations 
represented by the dragon and the leopard-like beast. GC88 442.1



1 Commandment Breaking: 
Lying

2 Immortality of the Soul: First 
Lie

3 Persecution through "legal" 
means. (Rome, Dark Ages)

4 Use Lamblike language to 
Justify Dragon speak.

To speak like a dragon then involves at least four things:



Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and Sunday 
sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. While 
the former lays the foundation of Spiritualism, the latter creates a 
bond of sympathy with Rome.



The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching 
their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of Spiritualism; they will 
reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under 
the influence of this threefold union, this country will follow in the 
steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.—The Great 
Controversy, 588. ChS 160.1



"Prophecy represents Protestantism as having lamb-like horns, but 
speaking like a dragon. Already we are beginning to hear the voice of 
the dragon. There is a satanic force propelling the Sunday movement, 
but it is concealed." RH January 1, 1889, par. 4



The decree enforcing the worship of this day is to go forth to all the 
world. In a limited degree, it has already gone forth. In several places 
the civil power is speaking with the voice of a dragon, just as the 
heathen king spoke to the Hebrew captives. ST May 6, 1897, par. 15



The churches, represented by Babylon, are represented as having 
fallen from their spiritual state to become a persecuting power 
against those who keep the commandments of God and have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. To John this persecuting power is 
represented as having horns like a lamb, but as speaking like a dragon.
—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 117 (1896). Ev 197.2 
Eearly Writings 1857



I saw the state of the different churches since the second angel 
proclaimed their fall. They have been growing more and more corrupt; 
yet they bear the name of being Christ's followers. It is impossible to 
distinguish them from the world. Their ministers take their text from 
the Word, but preach smooth things. The natural heart feels no 
objection to this. It is only the spirit and power of the truth, and the 
salvation of Christ, that is hateful to the carnal heart.



There is nothing in the popular ministry that stirs the wrath of Satan, 
makes the sinner tremble, or applies to the heart and conscience the 
fearful realities of a judgment soon to come. Wicked men are generally 
pleased with a form without true godliness, and they will aid and 
support such a religion. Said the angel, Nothing less than the whole 
armor of righteousness can overcome, and retain the victory over the 
powers of darkness. Satan has taken full possession of the churches 
as a body.



The sayings and doings of men are dwelt upon instead of the plain 
cutting truths of the word of God. Said the angel, The friendship and 
spirit of the world are at enmity with God. When truth in its simplicity 
and strength, as it is in Jesus, is brought to bear against the spirit of 
the world, it awakens the spirit of persecution at once. Many, very 
many, who profess to be Christians, have not known God. The 
character of the natural heart has not been changed, and the carnal 
mind remains at enmity with God. They are Satan's own faithful 
servants, notwithstanding they have assumed another name. 1SG 189.1



I saw that since Jesus had left the Holy place of the heavenly 
Sanctuary, and had entered within the second vail, the churches were 
left as were the Jews; and they have been filling up with every unclean 
and hateful bird. I saw great iniquity and vileness in the churches; yet 
they profess to be Christians. Their profession, their prayers and their 
exhortations, are an abomination in the sight of God. Said the angel, 
God will not smell in their assemblies. Selfishness, fraud and deceit 
are practiced by them without the reprovings of conscience.



And over all these evil traits they throw the cloak of religion. I was 
shown the pride of the nominal churches. God was not in their 
thoughts; but their carnal minds dwell upon themselves…An 
innumerable host of evil angels are spreading themselves over the 
whole land. The churches and religious bodies are crowded with them. 
And they look upon the religious bodies with exultation; for the cloak 
of religion covers the greatest crimes and iniquity. 1SG 190.1



All heaven beholds with indignation, human beings, the workmanship 
of God, reduced to the lowest depths of degradation, and placed on a 
level with the brute creation by their fellow men. And professed 
followers of that dear Saviour whose compassion was ever moved as 
he witnessed human woe, heartily engage in this enormous and 
grievous sin, and deal in slaves and souls of men. Angels have 
recorded it all. It is written in the book.



The tears of the pious bond-men and bond-women, of fathers, 
mothers and children, brothers and sisters, are all bottled up in 
heaven. Agony, human agony, is carried from place to place, and 
bought and sold. God will restrain his anger but a little longer. His 
anger burns against this nation, and especially against the religious 
bodies who have sanctioned, and have themselves engaged in this 
terrible merchandise.



Such injustice, such oppression, such sufferings, many professed 
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus can witness with heartless 
indifference. And many of them can inflict with hateful satisfaction, all 
this indescribable agony themselves, and yet dare to worship God. It is 
solemn mockery, and Satan exults over it, and reproaches Jesus and 
his angels with such inconsistency, saying, with hellish triumph, Such 
are Christ's followers! 1SG 191.1



These professed Christians read of the sufferings of the martyrs, and 
tears course down their cheeks. They wonder that men could ever 
possess hearts so hardened as to practice such inhuman cruelties 
towards their fellow-men, while at the same time they hold their 
fellow-men in slavery. And this is not all. They sever the ties of nature, 
and cruelly oppress from day to day their fellow-men. They can inflict 
most inhuman tortures with relentless cruelty, which would well 
compare with the cruelty papists and heathens exercised towards 
Christ's followers.



Said the angel, It will be more tolerable for the heathen and for papists 
in the day of the execution of God's judgment than for such men. The 
cries and sufferings of the oppressed have reached unto heaven, and 
angels stand amazed at the hard-hearted, untold, agonizing, suffering, 
man in the image of his Maker, causes his fellow-man.



Said the angel, The names of such are written in blood, crossed with 
stripes, and flooded with agonizing, burning tears of suffering. God's 
anger will not cease until he has caused the land of light to drink the 
dregs of the cup of his fury, and until he has rewarded unto Babylon 
double. Reward her even as she rewarded you, double unto her double 
according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled, fill to her 
double. Vol.1Spiritual Gifts 192.1



"The two-horned beast appears in two phases,—with the gentleness 
of a lamb and the fierceness of the dragon. This has, to some extent, 
already been shown,*** in the inconsistency of sending forth to the 
world the doctrine of the equality of all men in respect to natural 
rights,—the right of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,—



***and upholding by law all the evils of American slavery. Also, by 
professing to grant the privilege to all to worship God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences, and then persecuting the Baptists 
and Quakers for following their conscientious convictions. But this 
will be shown more fully in the future, when Congress shall be called 
upon to make law. 4SP 502.6



Though professing to be followers of the Lamb of God, men become 
imbued with the spirit of the dragon. They profess to be meek and 
humble but they speak and legislate with the spirit of Satan, showing 
by their actions that they are the opposite of what they profess to be. 
This lamb-like power unites with the dragon in making war upon those 
who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. Mar 191.2



"He spake as a dragon." The dragon-spirit is a persecuting, warlike 
spirit. Revelation 12:10, 13, 17. - Therefore "free and bond," [Revelation 
13:16,] or "slaves and souls of men," [Revelation 18:13,] are under the 
power of this two-horned beast; and where can there be found a more 
striking resemblance than in American bond slavery, fostered by 
Babylon and the States. ARSH November 8, 1853, page 142.5



We say we bid all reforms, God speed! but some are laboring for 
reforms which they never will see accomplished. As much as any one, 
from our very soul we detest and abhor that foul blot of our country - 
slavery! and our sympathies are with those in whose hearts burns the 
love of freedom, and who would desire to see the bondman loosed 
from his chains.



But he who expects to see the land freed entirely from this curse, or 
even to see slavery contentedly confine itself within certain limits, we 
can but regard as laboring under a false hope; for the character which 
the prophetic pencil has given to the two-horned beast, [Revelation 
13:11] a symbol of our country, is that he shall speak as a dragon! Not 
that slavery alone constitutes the dragon voice; but we must take with 
it its prime mover, that infernal spirit that is even now, on the plains of 
Kansas, burning the homes of freemen to the ground, and driving out 
their inmates robbed and insulted, and which but recently prompted a 
brutal assault upon a senator in the very halls of congress.



Prophecy gives us no ground to hope for reform here: the beast speaks 
like a dragon. People may caress him never so fondly, or threaten him 
never so fiercely; they cannot reform his mouth: he will speak like a 
dragon still. The prophecy does not say that at first he spake like a 
dragon, but at length reformed his speech, and breathed forth a just 
and Christ-like spirit. His future history presents no redeeming 
feature. He will continue to bellow forth his dragon voice, till he shall 
be cast into the burning flame, and the remnant whom he will 
persecute shall take their stand of victory on mount Zion with the 
Lamb. ARSH June 26, 1856, page 68.9



ARSH March 19, 1857, page 157.1

Is the inquiry now raised wherein the two-horned beast has spoken 
like this? wherein our government has issued unrighteous decrees 
contrary to its profession? We will notice. We do not claim that the 
dragon voice is yet fully developed, and the prophecy ***fully carried 
out in this respect. But enough has been heard to identify the beast, 
and to establish a precedent from which we are justified in expecting 
almost any result.



Says the Declaration of Independence, "We hold these truths to be 
self-evident; that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness;" and yet the same government 
that utters this sentiment, in the very face of this declaration, will hold 
in abject servitude over 3,200,000 of human beings, rob them of those 
rights with which they acknowledge that all men are endowed by their 
Creator, and write out a base denial of all their fair professions in 
characters of blood.



In the institution of Slavery is more especially manifested, thus far, the 
dragon spirit that dwells in the heart of this hypocritical nation. The 
fearful strides which this government has made on this question up to 
the present, afford small ground of hope for the future. In view of the 
facts thus far noticed, what may we not look for in the future? Can any 
one candidly consider these things, and tell us what atrocities, 
however dragonic and devilish, we have not reason to expect from the 
precedents already given us? Who may tell us that the voice of a 
dragon is not frequently heard issuing from the halls of Congress? 



John N. Andrews: We regard the two-horned beast, then, as the 
symbol of a civil and religious power, differing in many respects from 
those which have preceded it. It is in appearance the mildest form of 
power that ever existed; but it is, after having deceived the world with 
its wonders, to exhibit all the tyranny of the first beast. Are the 
pretensions of this power well founded? Let us examine. If "all men are 
born free and equal," why then does this power hold three millions of 
human beings in the bondage of slavery?



Why is it that the Negro race is reduced to the rank of chattels 
personal, and bought and sold like brute beasts? If the right of private 
judgment be allowed by the Protestant church, why does she expel 
men from her communion for no greater crime than that of attempting 
to obey God in something wherein his Word may not be in accordance 
with her creed? Read Charles Beecher's work "The Bible a Sufficient 
Creed." Why are men for no other crime than looking for Jesus Christ, 
expelled from the churches of those who profess to love his 
appearing? Three Angels of Revelation 105.1



John Loughborough: The Two Horned Beast, Bondmen and free are 
under the dominion of the two-horned beast. Let the above quotation 
settle the question firmly as regards the locality of the two-horned 
beast. We see all other nations have abolished slavery, or declared it to 
be piracy, and the traffic is dying away. In the United States it still 
exists, with a fair prospect of an increase of slave territory. The Two 
Horned Beast 40.1



Uriah Smith "Its character. It has two horns like a lamb. The lamb 
feature is a fit emblem of the profession and the early acts of this 
government. But it speaks like a dragon - a fit emblem of the practice 
of this hypocritical nation. Look at the Declaration of Independence, 
and the Constitution; and then look at slavery, look at the religious 
intolerance, the corruption and oppression existing throughout the 
land. A further development may be expected in the future. Keys to 
Prophetic Charts 41.1 5.



The form of its government. There are no crowns upon its horns, which 
shows that the government is not monarchical. Verse 14 [Revelation 
13] shows it to be a republican: "Saying to them that dwell on the earth, 
that they should make an image to the beast," etc. This is not the 
language of a government, the power of which is vested in a supreme 
and absolute head. It is the voice of a nation, in the government of 
which the people participate- fixing it again to these United States. 
KPC 41.2 6.



It is a government which tolerates slavery; for it embraces within its 
jurisdiction "both free and bond. Verse 16. All the great powers of the 
earth have now abolished slavery, except the United States. KPC 41.3



JH Waggoner, The Nature and tendency of Modern Spiritualism, p.168 
We have before referred to our belief that the ecclesiastical or church 
power of this country constituted one horn of the two-homed beast of 
Revelation 13. Like the civil power, or Republicanism, it is mild and 
lamb-like in its profession, but it has upheld slavery and war, and tests 
the faith of its members and others by its creeds instead of the word of 
God. Some of the most determined and pertinacious office-seekers in 
the country will be found among the clergy.



That they are eager for the honors of this world, none can deny. They 
will take the field and pray to God that they may be successful in killing 
their fellow-men. At the political gathering, the air is made to ring with 
the loud huzzas of the professed followers of Christ, whose voices are 
scarcely ever heard at the prayer-meeting. Their strongest 
sympathies are with Caesar-their first acknowledged allegiance is to 
the laws of the land. NTMS 168.1



Next he sees a beast with two horns like a lamb, but he spake as a 
dragon. This we believe means the United States. This government is 
lamb-like in appearance, but dragon-like in action. In profession it is 
the land of liberty; but in action it is the land of slavery and oppression. 
ARSH June 10, 1858, page 29.3


